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Dear reader,

This News Update includes information on (a) the 13™ International Anti-Corruption
Conference in Athens and side events (p.1); (b) the 3" Global Conference for
Parliamentarians against Corruption in Kuwait (p.3); (c) Qatari preparation to host key
global anti-corruption events in 2009 (p.5); and (d) a usual stop at Arab anti-corruption
highlights (p.7).

Please send your comments and inquiries to the following fax number +961 1 981645 or
email address: info@arabacinet.org
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Development Programme (UNDP). It was
attended by more than 1300 people, from
135 countries and from the private, public
and non-profit sectors.

The 13" IACC was convened under the title
“Global Transparency: Fighting Corruption
for a Sustainable Future”. Through plenary
sessions and more than 40 workshops, the
conference addressed the following four
thematic streams (i) Peace and security; (ii)
corruption in the natural resources and
energy sectors; (iii) climate change and
corruption; and (iv) sustainable
globalization.

The conference advocated the importance
of strengthening inter-disciplinary
cooperation and exchange in the area of
anti-corruption. It called for more support
to UNCAC as the global, comprehensive
framework for preventing and combating
corruption; and called for encouraging its
implementation and the adoption of an
appropriate review mechanism.

The conference also acknowledged the need
for better resource governance, and
recognized that an informed and
empowered citizen is the most powerful
tool for combating corruption. It called for
greater civil society engagement on issues
ranging from asset recovery to political
finance and thus called on governments to
ensure the space and the freedom for civil
ciety to operate, and on civil society to
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bolster its own governance.

For more information about the conference
papers please visit:
www.13iacc.org/en/IACC/Conference Pape
rs.

The 13th International Anti-Corruption
Conference was preceded by a number of
related events, including TI’'s membership
meetings (26-28 October 2008) and the 3rd
Global Anti-Corruption Community of
Practice meeting (28-29 October 2008)
which is organized by UNDP to support the
formulation of a common language and
vision for UNDP anti-corruption
practitioners and the development of tools
and mechanisms in order to better support
the Member States’” efforts to fight
corruption and promote development.

The 3rd Global Conference for
Parliamentarians Against Corruption in
Kuwait

The 3rd Global Conference for
Parliamentarians against Corruption, which
is organized by the Global Organizations for
Parliamentarians Against Corruption
(GOPAC) was held in Kuwait City on 17-19
November 2008. The conference was held
under the patronage of the Amir of Kuwait
and in cooperation with the GOPAC’s Arab
hapter, “Arab Parliamentarians against
ruption” and in partnership with the
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National Assembly in Kuwait.

Parliamentarians from more than 60 nations
from around the world participated in the
conference in addition to experts and
representatives of international and
regional organizations and other Arab actors
including the Arab Anti-corruption and
Integrity Network (ACINET), which was
represented by its Chair, H.E. Dr. Abed
SHAKHANBEH (Head of Anti-Corruption
Agency in Jordan).

The conference focused on the role of
parliamentarians in  supporting and
monitoring the implementation of the
United Nations  Convention against
Corruption (UNCAC), which was addressed
in plenary sessions and specialized
workshops focusing on a number of issues
including money laundering, parliamentary
immunity, parliamentary ethics, civil society
participation, transparency in revenues, in
addition to strengthening cooperation
between the different stakeholders
concerned with UNCAC implementation in
the Arab region.

The conference developed a series of
recommendations and resolutions including
supporting the efforts of all branches of
GOPAC and members to take action in line
with the organization's position and efforts
in the fight against corruption, and analyzing
useful practices and fundamental
nstraints with regard to the involvement
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of citizens. It also called for supporting the
development of the GOPAC's website, in
cooperation with expert agencies and
concerned civil society organizations, with a
view to highlight the ideas and important
practices. It also called for developing a
handbook for parliamentarians on the
involvement of citizens and civil society in
anti corruption efforts. The conference also
encouraged branches to work with the
specialized agencies and other partners on
the pilot projects concerned with combating
corruption. It also recommended the
launching of a global GOPAC working group
to promote transparency in revenues.

At the end of the conference, Kuwaiti MP
Dr. Nasser Al Sana’a was selected as
GOPAC's new president. For further
information about the conference, please
visit GOPAC's website
www.gopacnetwork.org or the website of
its Arab Chapter www.arpacnetwork.org.

Doha Prepares to Host Key International
Anti-Corruption Events in 2009

Doha is preparing to host the third session
for the Conference of State Parties (CoSP)
to the United Nations Convention against
Corruption (UNCAC), which is expected to
be held during November 2009, noting that
e first session was held in the Dead Sea
an) in December 2006 and the second

2008 s 53/ S (3 5 30 ¢ 203

CVES ae Jeadl o op ol aain
Tndsai g lhe e AT 6150, danazidl
S Ll cluagll ey .olud) dsdle &
el Aebiall 425 Adsy Jae Ao sena
G ) o A 5l caludll i cpuilal

23 sal
LY alae 8 il sy w5 yagal) lid
Aol Lt mlal ol aSd )
33 (GOPAC) il a1z Guldd ll Zudllal
o) el sl des el e
Ll el Al SN sl
Sl % il

Lalaie & § www.gopacnetwork.org

Nl am e sl

.www.arpacnetwork.org

gé Al gal) Aaiy) JJQ\ ;\ébaﬁu\sl Jaiud As gal)
2009 diw A sludl) Axdl<a Jlaa

LT Sl w1l A el B 6 K S Y i e e amd G sl T ] 3

Thiznews update was prepared with the support of UNDP-POGAR

Jsal) aiipal AAMAY 5, gal) ZALail Aa sall Maid
k) AaBlSal Baaiall ad) AglE) A Gl L)
b A G el i o i
oal dilaie & ISV 50 il axy 2009
st IV S el B (c)Y) il




ALl AadlSa g Aal 3l 3o sadl Ay el ASLEY S ga

ACINET News Update

<

Jal iyl 154l
alaill a5 g dmlll

Issue 2, 30 November 2008

session in Bali (Indonesia) in January 2008.

The 3™ CosP is expected to witness a record
number of participants from State Parties
and observers, in light of the growing global
interest in supporting UNCAC
implementation and the increase in
ratifications from 103 during the last CosP
to the current number of 129.

The 3™ CoSP will be focusing on corruption
prevention in addition to the different
issues being addressed in the context of the
different working groups established by
previous CoSP sessions, including asset
recovery, technical assistance, immunities
and reviewing UNCAC implementation,
which may be considered to be the most
important issue in light of the division
among State Parties to what the review
mechanism should look like.

Furthermore, the Sixth Global Forum on
Fighting Corruption and Safeguarding
Integrity is expected to take place back-to-
back with the 3™ CoSP. This forum is an
informal forum that seeks to bring different
governments together to discuss key issues
and developments in the area of anti-
corruption and integrity and also seeks to
forge global positions and encourage
dialogue aimed at finding more effective
approaches in this area.

After holding the fifth global forum in
outh Africa, it was agreed that Qatar will
the sixth forum, which is expected
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discuss a number of topics that would
contribute to discussions that will take place
at the 3™ CoSP, with a focus on Arab
regional issues given that the global forum is
being held in the Arab region for the first
time.

An International Organization Committee
was set up to support the organization of
the global forum. It is chaired by the Public
Prosecutor in Qatar, H.E. Ali AL MARRI and
comprises representatives from South
Africa, the USA, the United Nations Office
on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), UNDP’s
Programme on Governance in the Arab
region (UNDP-POGAR), Transparency
International (TI) and the Organization for
Economic Cooperation and Development
(OECD).

Prominent Arab News on Anti-Corruption

e lIraq issues a law to reward informants
including whistleblowers: The Iraqi
Presidential Council issued on 26 August,
2008 a law that rewards informants
including whistleblowers (law number
33/2008). This law encourages those who
present information that can lead to the
recovery of money or assets owned by
the state or public sector, or to uncover
theft, fraud, forgery or administrative
corruption and ill behavior by rewarding
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him or her.

The Jordanian Anti-Corruption Agency
Participates in a rigorous training
programme in Hong Kong: With the
support of UNDP’s Porgramme on
Governance in the Arab Region (UNDP-
POGAR), the Jordanian Anti Corruption
Agency has participated in a higher
studies program on anti-corruption, held
by the International Association for Anti-
Corruption Authorities. This intensive
educational program took place in Hong
Kong, between 4" of November - 24" of
November 2008. An expert from the
Jordanian agency participated in the
program, being the first practitioner from
the Arab region to ever do so. For more
information on the educational program
in the course of studying Anti-Corruption
please visit the following link:
hkuspace.hku.hk/web course/show cou
rse.php?code=905.
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