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Dear reader,

This News Update includes information on (a) the establishment of the Arab Anti-
Corruption and Integrity Network — ACINET (p.1); (b) the selection of ACINET’s chair (p.3);
(c) Latest news on the coordination between ACINET and the League of Arab States (p.3);
news about ACINET membership (p.4) and (d) a usual stop at Arab anti-corruption
highlights (p.5).

Please send your comments and inquiries to the following fax number +961 1 981645 or at
the following email address info@arabacinet.org.
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This news update was prepared with the suppert of UNDP-POGAR.
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"Preventing Corruption and Strengthening
Cooperation between Anti-Corruption Bodies
in the Arab Region", held under the high
patronage of the Jordanian Prime Minister
and in partnership with the Anti-Corruption
Agency in Jordan.

The conference was organized by the UNDP’s
Programme on Governance in the Arab Region
(POGAR), in Amman (Jordan) on 29-30 July,
2008 in coordination with the League of Arab
States, the United Nations Office on Drugs and
Crime (UNODC) and the Organization for
Economic Cooperation and Development
(OECD).

ACINET, which is composed of anti-corruption
governmental authorities and bodies from
different Arab countries, was established by
Arab  countries through an inclusive
consultative process conducted at the
regional and national levels over a period of
ten months. ACINET aims to serve as a
permanent forum for exchanging knowledge,
expertise and experiences among its members
and is expected to perform a strategic role as
a coordinated regional framework that
supports  national efforts aimed at
implementing Arab and international anti-
corruption instruments and related best
practices, with a special focus on the UN
Convention against Corruption (UNCAC).
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ACINET Founding Members Select the
Network’s Chair for 2009
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H.E. Dr. Abed SHAKHANBEH, the President of
the Jordanian Anti-Corruption Agency, was
selected by the members of the Arab Anti-
Corruption and Integrity Network (ACINET) to
be the Network’s Chair for the year 2009. The
head of the Yemeni Supreme National
Authority for Combating Corruption, Dr.
Ahmad AL-ANISI was chosen as the first
deputy, who will assume the chairmanship in
2010.

Coordination between the Arab Anti-
Corruption & Integrity Network and the
League of Arab States
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The Arab Anti-Corruption and Integrity
Network (ACINET) is keen on maintaining the
highest level of coordination with the League
of Arab States. In this context, ACINET’s
Regional Support Unit is currently preparing
for an official visit by the Chair and his
Deputy to the League, to be conducted in
early 2009, in order to present its Secretary
General with the constitutive documents of
the network, as a consecration of its regional
and Arab representative character and its
commitment to support the Arab countries
will to enhance anti-corruption efforts.
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ACINET’s Membership Aludl) dadla g da) 33

As a sign of their official commitment to the
fight against corruption and pursuant to the
agreement in Amman regarding modalities of
confirming memberships in the Arab Anti-
Corruption and Integrity Network (ACINET),
the following governmental authorities have
confirmed their membership via official
letters (listed in chronological order until 30
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1. Ministry of Justice (Yemen)

(o) Jads s .1

2. State Audit & Administrative Control 0 3 i o
Bureau (occupied Palestinian = Y)) @L“‘]‘ Al g 2
territories) (i) didaital

3. Commission of Integrity (Iraq) (Soa)) e 2l dpmgia .3

4. Supreme Judicial Council (Iraq) (3aY) eV laadl) dae L4

5. State General Inspection (Mauritania) (Lot 5a) Alsall Aalal) 4p08a)) .5

6. Anti-Corruption Agency (Jordan) (Qaﬂ\) 2Ll dadlKe i L6

7. Supreme National Authority for () Aluadl) AndlSal Llad) dda sl 2l .7
Combating Corruption (Yemen) (3 1 dlan il bebg”) Jasll 3 )35 .8

8. Ministry of Justice (occupied adll )  Aaladl Al Jaad 5555 .9
Palestinian territories) ) .

- .. . (0auY)

9. Ministry of Justice (including i -
prosecution office and judicial (Olsl) lanal .10
inspection) (Jordan) (Oasadl) Jaadi s ) 55.11

10. Court of Audit (Lebanon) (Lhd) Adlasd 5 Aal il duda ol Asall .12

11. Ministry of Justice (Sudan) (Goa)) Al 8 0 ) 20.13

12. National Committee for Integrity and (o) daall 350 55.14
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Transparency (Qatar)
13.Board of Supreme Audit (Iraq)
14. Ministry of Justice (Morocco)
15. Ministry of Justice (Libya)
Authority

16. Administrative  Control

(Egypt)

Arab Anti-Corruption Highlights
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Morocco appoints the first president of

the Central Authority for Corruption
Prevention: In accordance with law
number 2.05.1228, issued on March 13,
2007, establishing the Central Authority
for Corruption Prevention in Morocco, Mr.
Abdelsalam ABOUDRAR, a prominent anti-
corruption civil society activist was
appointed president of this newly
established authority on 20 August 2008.

Jordan launches its national anti-
corruption strategy: The Jordanian Anti
Corruption Agency launched the National
Strategy to Combat Corruption during a
national conference held on 27 August
2008, under the patronage of H.E. the
Minister of Justice Mr. Ayman ODEH
representing the Prime Minister. The
strategy was developed in cooperation
with international experts and with the
pport of the European Union.

F - E - - . "
el Bl W el gl ] B all Bl LB BB T Y mall e e ane o cal T de) B2

Thiznews update was prepared with the suppert of UNDP-POGAE.

A1 438 5al) Aiggll iy Sl Oy ol o
2.05.1228 ad) a5 yall lisha 15 95 (e
4 e 5 2007 oo/ A 13 8 jalall
2 3l e UL A S el Al oL S
@V e Sldlue pll jlad) 25 o i)
Jae b Sl aainal il §,d aal yoey
Baaal) A el Gty il 0sSd caludl dail<a
o el/el 20 8 L1 (& i 6 334
.2008

a8l A ihgll At il 3l G N e
Y 8 b dl Asala A illal s aluadd)
s DA aludl) Aadl<al Ak gl dadl il
Aile 2008 Ludaw 2/ 27 b s iy
By el i) Gat) Mias sase el Jaadl s
Ao gana pa olaill dpal AU sda el
c2osY) A e ae g Gulsall o) Al e




ALl AadlSa g Aal 3l 3o sadl Ay el ASLEY S ga

ACINET News Update

hpat iyyall 15, 5l
aLuill dilS g 2ol pall

Issue 1, 30 October 2008

Arab States and the Corruption
Perception Index (CPlI) for 2008:
Transparency International released its

Corruption Perception Index (CPI) for 2008
on 23 September 2008. The CPl is an
annual index designed to measure
corruption  perceptions focusing on
corruption in the public sector. This year it
covered 180 countries including 20 Arab
countries. According to the CPI, Qatar
ranked first among Arab countries and 28
globally, with Somalia coming in last both
at the Arab and global levels. The CPI also
indicated improvements in ranking for
Qatar, Oman, Bahrain, Jordan, Algeria,
Mauritania, Djibouti and Libya and
deterioration in the ranking of other Arab
countries or remained unchanged. For
more information, please visit

www.transparency.org.

The participation of Arab delegations in
the Third Annual Conference of the
IACCA: The International Association for
Anti-Corruption  Authorities  (IAACA)
organized its 3rd Annual Conference in
Kiev (Ukraine) from—3-6 October 2008.
The conference focused on
“criminalization and law enforcement”,
which is addressed under chapter Ill of
the UNCAC. More than 500 participants
from 105 countries participated in this
conference including high level Arab
delegations. For more information, please
isit the conference website at
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www.iaaca2008.kiev.ua.

Tunisia ratified the UN Convention
against Corruption: Tunisia acceded to
the membership of the list of ratifying
States on the Convention against
Corruption, on September 23, 2008. For
the list of ratifying States, please visit this
website www.unodc.org.

Lebanon ratifies UNCAC: The Lebanese
Parliament ratified the UN Convention
against Corruption (UNCAC) on 7 October
2008, making Lebanon the 14" Arab
country that ratifies the convention,
leaving only eight Arab countries without
ratifications, including two of which who
have not signed the Convention yet.

A Draft Strategy to Combat Corruption in
the Gulf Region: State Audit institutions
in GCC countries met in Doha (Qatar) on
7 October 2008 to discuss a draft anti-
corruption strategy for the Gulf region.
The strategic objectives of this strategy
may be summarized as protecting public
funds, improving the status of public

offices to become a national duty,
supporting  national integrity and
transparency institutions and

strengthening regional and international
cooperation in the area of anti-
corruption. For more information please
visit  this  website link  www.al-
atan.com/Data/20081008/innercontent
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.asp?val=statenews2 1.

UNDP-POGAR visit to the Anti-
Corruption Agency in Jordan: In the
context of ongoing cooperation between
UNDP’s Programme on Governance in the
Arab Region (POGAR) and members of
the Arab Anti-Corruption and Integrity
Network (ACINET), POGAR experts
visited, on 14 October 2008, the Head of
the Anti-Corruption Agency in Jordan,
H.E. Dr. Abed SHAKHANBEH, who is
currently serving as ACINET’s Chair.
Discussions focused on the development
of ACINET’s programme of work for 2008,
and possibilities for cooperation and
support for the Jordanian anti-corruption
agency, especially in relation to

supporting the implementation of newly
developed
strategy.

national ant-corruption
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